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bio  

       
 
 
London-based Poet Adisa  is a favourite on the spoken word and performance poetry 
scenes and has performed widely Ð from music and literature festivals to pubs, from 
Buckingham Palace to schools, theatres and day centres for senior citizens. He has 
been a Hackney Poet Laureate  and a winner of the national competition New 
Performance Poet of the Year and internationally, has performed at festivals and 
venues in Switzerland, Botswana, Italy, Nigeria and Sweden. 
 
At schools and educational venues, he brings set texts and poetry to life and 
encourages young people to tap into their own talents and abilities. 
 
Adisa makes poetry and perfo rmance accessible.   He is on a mission to take poetry 
to the people wherever he finds them; taking his words from place to place, he 
promotes the value and impact of powerful performance which can both entertain an 
audience and also challenge them to look again, to think and to revel and take great 
delight in words and self-expression.  His project ÔVerbalizmÕ explored the creative 
possibilities of music and poetry; more than just reading a poem aloud to a piece of 
music, he collaborated with artists to weave the poems with music and develop a new 
genre he coined as VERBALIZM.  
 
For more information on Adisa contact renaissance one 020 7272 8386 or email 
hq@renaissanceone.co.uk 
 
 

ÔOutstanding verbal skills, great charismaÕ  
Barbican Centre  

 
His art of ÔverbalizingÕ opens new doors, make 

connections and creates magic.Ó  
London Philharmonic Orchestra  

 
ÒAdisa is the future.   ItÕs so good to have 

something to look forward toÓ  
Benjamin Zephaniah  

 
ÔPoetry of an exceptional standardÕ  

Creative Partnerships  
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PUBLICATIONS  
AdisaÕs new book Lip Hopping With The Fundi-Fu was published in 2010 and features 
a range of his poems that have been performed in schools and at venues. 
His poetry has also been published in various poetry anthologies including:  
Poems Out Loud selected Brian Moses (Hodder Wayland Books) 
Velocity: The best of Apples and Snakes (Black spring Press) 
Moving Voices Black Performance Poetry (Hansib Publications) 
 
HIS SPOKEN WORD SHOW: 1968 
In 2009 and 2010 Adisa toured England with his one-person show: 1968 Ð The Year 
That Never Ended  produced by renaissance one.  The show runs for 120 minutes and 
fuses performance poetry, comic wit, and social commentary with music, offering a 
theatrical experience both thought-provoking and entertaining.  The show combines 
with workshops and discussion activity and can draw out themes of leadership, 
revolution and the power of the voice . 

 
ADISAÕS EDUCATION OFFER: 
As an educationalist and workshop facilitator, Adisa is sought-after for his teaching and 
his charismatic performance style. His bright and open attitude is refreshing to young 
people and children and he facilitates workshops for organisations as varied as Apples 
& Snakes, Creative Partnerships, the British Council and schools, festivals and arts 
centres. His workshops encourage a sea-change in pupilsÕ creative work - the 
classroom becomes a cosy theatre with students enabled to be a Ôleading performerÕ, 
bringing their inner voice out in a way theyÕre most comfortable and distinctive. 
ÒAdisa's work with students enabled them to create poetry of an exceptional standard 
and inspired participants that many of them now describe themselves as poets!Ó 
Creative Partnerships  
 
PROJECT AND COMMISSION HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:  
Southbank Centre         2011 
Lyric Lounge, East Midlands (headliner, July 2011)    2011 
Appearance on The Verb, BBC Radio 3      2011 
London Liming at BAC, Wandsworth Arts Festival    2011 
The Barbican (The Pit)        2010 
Ilkley Literature Festival        2009 
Chapter and Verse Festival, the Bluecoat, Liverpool    2009 
London Jazz Festival performance with Orphy Robinson   2008 
Education work at International School, Switzerland    2008 
1968 Pilot Show at Albany Deptford      2008 
Aye Write Festival, Glasgow       2007  
Power in the VoiceÕ British Council Project, Botswana    2007 
National Trust event         2007 
ÔFreedom then Freedom nowÕ event, National Maritime Museum  2007 
Hackney Poet Laureate         2006 
HIFA International Arts festival, Zimbabwe     2006 
Southwark Poet-In-Residence       2005 
Poet-In-Residence, London Crafts Council     04-05 
 
MAKING ENQUIRIES & BOOKINGS: for more information on Adisa or to discuss 
a project contact renaissance one 020 7272 8386 hq@renaissanceone.co.uk  


